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among the Hindu people, particularly as founded on
race. The Indian word which partially corresponds
with caste is Jdti = ge'ns, and ygvoc, 'race or nation' ;
while Jdti-bheda means the distinctions of race. Varna,
another word used for it by the Hindus, originally meant
a difference in-colour. Gradually these Indian words,
conveniently rendered by caste, have come to represent
not only varieties of race and colour, but every original,
hereditary, religious, instituted, and conventional dis-
tinction which it is possible to conceive." To give some
idea of the minute regulations of this system, and how
its laws are framed to regulate the life of its slaves, it
may be mentioned that "it has for infancy, pupilage,
and manhood its ordained methods of sucking, sipping,
drinking, and eating ; of washing, anointing ; of clothing
and ornamenting the body; of sitting, rising, reclining ;
of moving, visiting, travelling; of speaking, reading,
listening, and reciting; and of meditating, singing,
working, and fighting. It has its laws for social and
religious rites, privileges and occupations; for educa-
tion, duty, religious service; for errors, sins, trans-
gressions ; for intercommunion, avoidance, and excom-
munication ; for defilement and purification; for fines
and other punishments. It unfolds the ways of com-
mitting what it calls sins, accumulating sin, and of
putting away sin; of acquiring, dispensing, and losing
merit. It treats of inheritance, conveyance, possession,
and dispossession of property ; and of bargains, gains,
loss, and ruin. It deals with death,burial, and burning;
and with commemoration, assistance, and injury after
death. It interferes, in short, with all the relations and
events of life, and with what precedes and follows, or
what is supposed to precede and follow, life. It reigns
supreme in the innumerable classes and divisions of the